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Prelude

Call to Worship
**Hymn: Come thou long-expected Jesus 110

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever;
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Prayer — The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen



Scripture: Matthew 11:1-15 (NIV)

After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went
on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.

When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his
disciples to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should
we expect someone else?"

Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see:
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away
on account of me."

As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the
crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A
reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A
man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are
in kings' palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about
whom it is written:

'l will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way before you.’

| tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not
risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully
advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and
the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it,
he is the Elijah who was to come. He who has ears, let him hear.



**Hymn: Will your anchor hold 744

1. Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift and the cables strain,
will your anchor drift or firm remain?

Refrain We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
fastened to the rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!

2. Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear,

when the breakers roar and the reef is near?

While the surges rave and the wild winds blow,

shall the angry waves then your bark o’erflow? Refrain
3. Will your eyes behold through the morning light

the city of gold and the harbour bright?
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore,
when life’s storms are past forevermore? Refrain

Sermon: Are you Kingdom Bound?

Prayer

**Hymn: Open my eyes, that | may see 500

1.

Open my eyes, that | may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands a wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.



Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see;
open my eyes: illumine me, Spirit divine!

2. Open my ears, that | may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear,
and while the wave-notes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see;
open my ears: illumine me, Spirit divine!

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see;
open my heart: illumine me, Spirit divine!

Announcements
Offering

**Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

830



**Hymn: Softly and tenderly 640

1.

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me:

patiently Jesus is waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain “Come home, come home,

ye who are weary, come home”;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, “Come home!”

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me?  Refrain

O for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me;

though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

Benediction

Postlude
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