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Memorial Service for Margaret Christine McLean 

Call to Worship

Prelude

Greeting

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s

mercies never come to an end.                           Lam. 3:22

Jesus said: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you;

not as the world gives do I give you. Do not let your

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.             

                                  John 14:27

Preface 

Friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, we are united

today by a common sorrow, a common affection, and a

common hope.

We have come together, belated as it is, to give thanks

for the life of Margaret Christine McLean

To remember the ways her life touched ours; 

To entrust her into the keeping of God.

We have also come to share the sorrow of those who

mourn: all of Aunty Marg’s 20 nephews and 2 nieces and

to offer them our love and support.

And we are here

To bear witness to our hope in Jesus Christ, who said:

“I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live,

and everyone who lives and believes in me 

will never die.

With faith in Christ, let us lift up our hearts to God, that

the Lord may bless us with strength and peace.

Prayer of Adoration

In the silence of this hour, O God, we lift our hearts to

you for grace and help in time of need. You are able to

deliver us safely through the darkness of this present

time, into the light and peace of your presence. In your

loving mercy we place our trust. O God of peace, since

we cannot have peace without your forgiveness, we ask

you to cleanse our hearts and renew us in your love.

Unison Confession

God of mercy, whose loving kindness endures

forever: we confess that often we have failed to

receive and give love; to care for others as we care

for ourselves; to pardon and to accept pardon. We

remember good intentions that were not put into

actions; harsh words that were hurtful; selfish

purposes that caused pain; persistent pride that

would not yield. We acknowledge our fear in the face

of death and our failure to accept the hope you offer

us in Christ. Hear us, O Lord, as in this silence, we

make our confession to you. 

(Silence)

Gracious God, forgive us and help us to forgive

others; heal us from the pain of self condemnation;



free us from the burden of failures that cannot be

corrected; renew us with your loving assurance that

our sins have been forgiven, through Jesus Christ,

our Redeemer. 

Assurance of Pardon 

On the day of resurrection, our Lord declared peace to

those who had been shattered by his death. To all who

have turned to God, trusting in Christ as Lord and

Saviour, the same risen Christ says to you in the midst of

your sorrow “Peace be with you.”

Hymn How Great Thou Art                                     3 32

1. O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder

consider all the worlds thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,

thy power throughout the universe displayed,

Refrain

then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,

How great thou art! how great thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,

How great thou art! how great thou art!

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze, 

Refrain

3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,

he bled and died to take away my sin,    Refrain

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration,

and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!   

Refrain

The Word Proclaimed

Prayer of Illumination

Help us, Lord God, with the aid of these Scriptures, to

see with your light which no darkness can put out, and

to hold fast to your love, which is an anchor sure and

steadfast; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1–3a

But now thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm

you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and

the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.



Epistle: Romans 14:7–9

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to

ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we

die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we

die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and

lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead

and the living.

Gospel: John 14:1– 6

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,

believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many

dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you

that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.

And you know the way to the place where I am going.”

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you

are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him,

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes

to the Father except through me. If you know me, you

will know my Father also. From now on you do know him

and have seen him.”

Sermon: In my Father’s House

Hymn Just as I am, without a plea          682

1. Just as I am, without one plea,

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou biddest me come to thee,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2. Just as I am, though tossed about

with many_a conflict, many_a doubt,

fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;

sight, riches, healing of the mind,

yea, all I need in thee I find,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

4. Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

because thy promise I believe,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5. Just as I am, thy love unknown

has broken every barrier down.

Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6.  Just as I am of that free love

the breadth, length, depth and height to prove,

here for a season, then above,

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Affirmation of Faith (Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,      

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  



he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended to heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (with The Lord’s Prayer)

…..

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory, for ever and ever. Amen

Hymn Abide with me     794 

1. Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide; 

the darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide; 

when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

help of the helpless, oh abide with me.

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life‘s little day;

earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

change and decay in all around I see: 

O thou who changest not, abide with me.

3. I need thy presence every passing hour; 

what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, oh abide with me.

4. I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

ills have no weight and tears no bitterness: 

where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if thou abide with me.

5. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;

heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows

flee; in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

The Sending Out 

Tributes from Family and Friends

Danny McLean

Robert McLean

The Presbyterian Women (Kaye Tate)



Prayer

Holy God, 

by your creative power you gave us the gift of life, 

and in your redeeming love 

you have given us new life in Christ. 

We entrust Margaret Christine McLean 

to your merciful keeping, 

placing our faith in Christ our Lord 

who died and rose again to save us, 

and who now lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

Hymn Amazing Grace     670

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,

  that saved a wretch; like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

  was blind, but now I see.

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

  and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

  the hour I first believed!

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares,

I have already come;

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.

4. The Lord has promised good to me,

  this word my hope secures;

God will my shield and portion be,

  as long as life endures.

5. What thanks I owe you, and what love —

a boundless, endless store —

shall echo through the realms above

when time shall be no more.

6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

  bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

  than when we’d first begun.

The Blessing

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.      

Amen.

Postlude

Participating in Today’s Service

Minister: The Reverend Paul Wu

Organist: Larry Kempffer

Vocalist: Jo Landry

Reader: Stan Curry

Duty Elders: Don Tate and Stan Curry

Tech Support: Rob Brandon


