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St Giles Presbyterian Church 

 

Greeting and Welcome 

 

Leading in worship is our minister the Rev. Paul Wu. We extend a 

warm welcome to all our visitors. Let us together know the joy and 

wonder of worshipping God. There are sermon texts and large 

print bulletins available. Please speak with an usher. The church is 

fully accessible with an elevator, ramps and a properly-appointed 

washroom.  

 

A Note on Our Worship 

The symbol ** means please stand if you are able 

 

Forward in Faith — Our Vision 
 

St Giles Presbyterian Church seeks to be a welcoming, fully-alive 

faith community, which shares Christ's vision for the world and 

responds in a Christ-like manner to the present-day challenges of 

our society and world in partnership with all who seek to make 

Christ's vision for the world a present reality. 
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Prelude: O Holy Night by Adolphe Adam 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship                                 (Jeff Wilson & family) 

 

Reader 1:  We are Christmas people. 

Reader 2:  We have heard the good news that a child  

    has been born for us, a Son has been given  

    to us, and he is named Wonderful     

    Counsellor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, 

    Prince of Peace. 

People:   We have seen God kindle hope, peace, joy 

    and love in our lives and in our world. 

Reader 1: The centre candle in our Advent wreath is the 

    Christ candle. From this light, all good gifts  

    come. 

Reader 2: We light this candle remembering the One  

    who is the Light of the world. 

 

(Light the Christ candle) 

 

Reader 1:  Let us pray: 

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the 

traditional unceded territory of the Algonquin Anishnaabeg 

People. The Algonquin peoples have lived on this land 

since time immemorial. We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to be present in this territory. 

 



People:  Holy One, you sent your son as a baby born 

   in Bethlehem. Give us a strong sense of his  

   birth among us, so that our lives reflect the 

   warmth and wonder of this Christmas flame. 

   Make your church a place that shines with  

   the wonder of your love. Amen. 

 

Hymn:   A Candle is Burning 

 

 We honour Messiah with Christ-candle’s flame, 

 our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 

 O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 

 as God comes among us, the Christian’s true light. 

 

Hymn: Once In Royal David's City (verse 1 - solo) 166 

 

The Bidding Prayer 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

 name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

 bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

 debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 

 deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 

 the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 



  One:  The Almighty God bless us with His grace: 

    Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: 

    and unto the fellowship of the citizens above 

    may the King of Angels bring us all. 

  All:  Amen 

 

Lesson 1 Genesis 22:15–18                       (Laura Brandon) 

 

 God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed 

 shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  

 

 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second 

 time from  heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, 

 says the  Lord: Because you have done this, and have 

 not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed 

 bless  you, and I will make your offspring as numerous 

 as  the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

 seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 

 their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 

 nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,  

 because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:   Angels from the realms of glory                146 

 

 

 



Lesson 2 Isaiah 9:2, 6–7                                    (Daisy Tsai) 

 

 The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.  

 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

 light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. For a child has been born 

 for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

 shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great 

 will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 

 establish and uphold it with justice and with  

 righteousness from this time onward and 

 forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:   It came upon the midnight clear                148 

 

Lesson 3 Isaiah 11: 1–4a, 6–9                             (Don Tate) 

 

 The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

 

 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and 

 a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the 

 Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

 understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 



 spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 

 delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 

 judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears 

 hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for the 

 poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the 

 earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

 mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

 wicked. 

 

 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie 

 down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed 

 together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow 

 and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down 

 together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 

 nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 

 the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 

 den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

 mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge 

 of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:   Hope is a star                                               119 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 4 Luke 1: 26–35, 38                    (Chrissie Kalonga) 
 

 The angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 

 to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin  

 engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

 house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

 came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

 Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 

 words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

 be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

 you have found favour with God. And now, you will 

 conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

 name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

 the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

 to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 

 over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

 there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How 

 can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 

 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

 the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

 child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

 God. 
 

 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

 let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

 angel departed from her. 
 

 Thanks be to God. 



Hymn:   The angel Gabriel from heaven came        156 

 

Lesson 5 Luke 2: 1–7                                        (Jane Pope) 

 

 St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar 

 Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

 was the first registration and was taken while 

 Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

 towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 

 town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

 David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

 from the house and family of David. He went to be 

 registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

 who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 

 time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 

 birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

 of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was 

 no place in the guest room. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir  What Sweeter Music 

 

Hymn:   Silent Night                                                  154 

 

 



Lesson 6 Luke 2: 8–16                               (Kate Ferguson) 

 

 The shepherds go to the manger. 

 

 Now in that same region there were shepherds living 

 in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

 glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

 terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

 afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great 

 joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 

 city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

 wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

 the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 

 God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

 among those whom he favours!” When the angels 

 had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

 said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and  

 see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

 made known to us.” So they went with haste and 

 found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the 

 manger. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:   While shepherds watched their flocks       138 



Lesson 7 John 1: 1–14                                 (Rev. Paul Wu) 
 

 St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

 with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

 beginning with God. All things came into being 

 through him, and without him not one thing came 

 into being. What has come into being in him was life, 

 and the life was the light of all people. The light 

 shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

 overtake it. There was a man sent from God whose 

 name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

 light, so that all might believe through him. He 

 himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

 light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

 coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 

 world came into being through him, yet the world did 

 not know him. He came to what was his own, and his 

 own people did not accept him. But to all who 

 received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

 power to become children of God, who were born, 

 not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

 man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 

 lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

 as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

 Thanks be to God. 

 



Hymn:   He is born (Il est né)                                    169 

 

Collect and Blessing 

 

One:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And with thy spirit. 
 

One:  Let us pray. 

  O God, who makest us glad with the yearly    

  remembrance of the birth of thy only son, Jesus    

  Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 

  redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold 

  him, when he shall come to be our judge; who  

  liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, world without end. 

All:  Amen. 
 

One:  Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 

  things earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and 

  goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine  

  nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the   

  Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst  

  you and  remain with you always. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Hymn:   Hark! The herald angels sing                      139 

 

Postlude:   Christmas Joy by George Blake 

 


